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Long term water resources planning in Texas has evolved significantly over the last ten years. Prior to 1997, water management strategies were developed centrally, by the state, and expected to be implemented by local water providers. Legislation in 1997 directed the Texas Water Development Board to develop a grass-roots approach to water resources planning whereby the state is divided up into regions and each region develops its own vision for meeting their future water supply needs. Water plans need accurate and plentiful data to base their projections on and in addition to serving as coordinators of the regional water planning process, the Texas Water Development Board manages several data collection and water resources modeling programs to help the regions develop more reliable estimates of supply, demand and availability. The regional water planning process is guided and funded by the state and is proving to be a very broadly accepted formula for implementation of water management strategies in Texas to meet long-term needs. This presentation will focus on the regional water planning process in Texas and the analytical tools that help it succeed.
